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who send their troops to fight for other powers, were at
that time either influenced by the promises, or bribed by
the money, or intimidated by the forces of France; some
of them were engaged in schemes for enlarging their own
dominions, and therefore were unwilling to supply others
with those troops for which they were themselves projecting
employment; and, perhaps, of some others it might reason-
ably be doubted, whether they would not betray the cause
which they should be retained to suppoit, and whether they
would not in secret wish the depression of the queen of
Hungary, by means of those invaders whom they promised
to resist.

Sir, amidst all these considerations, which there was not
time completely to adjust, it was necessary to turn their
eyes upon some power to which none of these objections
could be made; and, therefore, they immediately fixed
upon the electorate of Hanover, as subject to the same
monarch, and of which, therefore, the troops might be pro-
perly considered as our national allies, whose interest and
inclinations must be the same with our own, and whose
fidelity might be warranted by our own sovereign.

It was no small advantage that the contract for these
troops could be made without the delay of tedious nego-
tiations ; that they were ready to march upon the first
notice, and that they had been long learned in the exactest
discipline.

The concurrence of all these circumstances easily de-
termined our ministers in their choice, and the troops were
ordered to join the Britons in the Low Countries; a step
which so much alarmed the French, that they no longer
endeavoured to push forward their conquests, nor appeared
to entertain any other design than that of defending them-
selves, and returning in safety to their own country.

Such was the conduct of our ministry, such were their
motives, and such has been their success; nor do I doubt
but this house will, upon the most rigorous examination,
find reason to approve both their integrity and prudence,
Of their integrity they could give no greater proof, than
their confidence of the agreement of this house to measures